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round the body, and when, as frequently happens, the
flames run along this, the limbs are exposed. But the
poorer people cannot provide wood sufficient to consume
the body, and parts are left for the jackals and vultures
to eat. The vicinity of a burning ghat is strewed with
human skulls and other bones that have simply passed
through the fire. The scene is painful and disgusting
to any who have not been brought up in Hinduism, and
by familiarity come to regard these things with indiffer-
ence.

In the account of the treatment of the dying and dead
I have given accounts by Hindu gentlemen of what
actually takes place, a few sentences will now be added
from Colebrooke's account of the religious ceremonies
of the Hindus,* more especially of Brahmans, as taught
in the Scriptures; the ceremonies, though varying a
little in manner, are identical in spirit and aim.

" A dying man, when no hopes of his surviving remain,
should be laid upon a bed of cusa grass, either in the
house or out of it if he be a Sudra, but in the open air
if he belong to another tribe. When he is at the point
of death donations of cattle, land, gold, silver, or other
things, according to his ability, should be made by him,
or, if he be too weak, by another person in his^ name.
His head should be sprinkled with water drawn from
the Ganges, and smeared with clay brought from that
river. A salgrama ought to be placed near the dying
man, holy strains from the Veda or from sacred poems
should be repeated aloud in his ears, and leaves of holy
basil must be scattered over his head." Instructions
then follow respecting the washing of the corpse, the
spreading of a perfumed cloth over it, the carrying it to
the place of burning, Aid the preparation of the pile.

* uEssays,"p. 97 ff.